1. Strengthening Domestic Violence Laws: Spain
· The Issue: In the case of Gonzalez Carreno v. Spain (2014), a mother repeatedly warned authorities that her ex-husband was a danger to their daughter.1 Despite 30 complaints, a court allowed unsupervised visits, during which the father killed the child and himself.2
· The CEDAW Action: The mother filed a complaint under the Optional Protocol. The CEDAW Committee ruled that Spain failed to exercise "due diligence" to protect the woman and child.3
· The Result: Spain was required to pay compensation and, more importantly, overhaul its judicial system to ensure that a history of domestic violence is now legally mandated to be considered in child custody and visitation decisions.
2. Landmark Labor Rights: Malaysia
· The Issue: In Noorfadilla binti Ahmad Saipan v. Government of Malaysia (2011), a woman had her job offer as a teacher revoked after the government discovered she was pregnant.
· The CEDAW Action: The plaintiff’s legal team used Article 11 of CEDAW (which prohibits dismissal on the grounds of pregnancy) as a primary argument in court.
· The Result: The Malaysian High Court made a historic ruling, declaring that pregnancy discrimination is a form of gender discrimination. The judge explicitly cited CEDAW, stating that as Malaysia had ratified the treaty, it had an obligation to uphold those standards in its domestic law.
3. Protecting Rural Women's Land Rights: Tanzania
· The Issue: In many traditional communities, customary laws prevent women from inheriting land. In the case of E.S. and S.C. v. United Republic of Tanzania (2015), two widows were evicted from their homes by male relatives after their husbands died.
· The CEDAW Action: The Committee invoked Article 16 (equality in marriage) and Article 14 (rights of rural women). They found that Tanzania’s customary inheritance laws were discriminatory.
· The Result: The Committee called on Tanzania to repeal discriminatory inheritance laws. This case has since been used by activists across East Africa to push for "Constitutional Supremacy," ensuring that human rights treaties like CEDAW override discriminatory local customs.
4. Challenging Gender Stereotypes in Rape Trials: The Philippines
· The Issue: In Karen Tayag Vertido v. The Philippines (2010), a court acquitted a man of rape because the victim "did not resist enough" and didn't act like a "stereotypical" rape victim.
· The CEDAW Action: The victim appealed to the CEDAW Committee. The Committee found that the trial judge’s decision was based on gender-based myths and stereotypes (violating Article 5).
· The Result: The Committee recommended that the Philippines provide the victim with compensation and—crucially—mandate gender-sensitivity training for all judges and legal professionals to eliminate stereotyping in sexual assault cases.

Summary Table of Impact
	Country
	Article Invoked
	Primary Outcome

	Spain
	General Recommendation 19
	Mandatory consideration of DV in custody cases.

	Malaysia
	Article 11 (Employment)
	Legal precedent that pregnancy discrimination is illegal.

	Tanzania
	Articles 14 & 16 (Rural/Family)
	Challenge to customary laws that block inheritance.

	Philippines
	Article 5 (Stereotypes)
	Reform of judicial training on sexual violence.



