1. The Core Conflict: Articles 2 and 16
The CEDAW Committee considers these two articles the "heart" of the treaty. Consequently, reservations to them are seen as "incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention."
· Article 2 (Policy Measures): Requires states to eliminate discrimination through constitutional and legal means.
· Reason for Reservation: Countries often cite that their existing National Law or Constitution takes precedence, or that Article 2 conflicts with religious laws (e.g., Sharia).
· Article 16 (Marriage and Family Life): Mandates equality in marriage, divorce, and child custody.
· Reason for Reservation: This is the most reserved article. Many states (particularly in the Middle East, North Africa, and parts of South Asia) argue that family matters are governed by religious personal status laws that specify different roles and rights for men and women.

2. Categorizing Common Reservations
	Category
	Impacted Article
	Description of Reservation
	Examples

	Religious & Cultural
	Articles 2, 5, 16
	States claim they will only apply these articles if they do not conflict with religious (often Sharia) or traditional laws.
	Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Morocco (some later withdrawn).

	Nationality
	Article 9
	States reserve the right to prevent women from passing their nationality to their foreign husbands or children on an equal basis with men.
	Lebanon, Jordan, Bahamas, Monaco.

	Succession
	General/Article 2
	Some monarchies or traditional societies reserve rights regarding the succession to the throne or traditional titles (male-only).
	United Kingdom (regarding the Royal Family), Thailand.

	Dispute Settlement
	Article 29
	Many states do not accept the authority of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) to settle disputes between countries regarding the treaty.
	China, India, Indonesia, USA (signed but not ratified).



3. The "Sharia Reservations"
A significant number of Muslim-majority states have entered reservations citing Sharia Law.
· The Scope: These typically target Articles 9 (Nationality), 15 (Equality before the law), and 16 (Family).
· The Argument: These states argue that under religious law, men and women have "complementary" rather than "identical" rights, particularly regarding inheritance and divorce.
· The Trend: In recent years, several countries (like Tunisia and Morocco) have successfully withdrawn these reservations, proving that CEDAW and religious frameworks can coexist through modern interpretation.

4. Why Reservations Matter
· The "Empty Shell" Risk: If a country accepts the treaty but reserves the articles on legal equality and family life, the treaty has little power to change the lives of women where they are most vulnerable—at home.
· International Pressure: Other countries often file "Objections" to these reservations, arguing they are illegal under international law. This creates a diplomatic tug-of-war that keeps gender equality on the global agenda.
· Monitoring Limits: Reservations prevent the CEDAW Committee from officially "grading" or reprimanding a country on those specific issues during periodic reviews.

Summary of Non-Participation
As of 2025, a few countries have still not ratified the treaty at all, including the United States, Iran, Sudan, and Somalia. In the U.S., the primary barrier remains a concern over federal vs. state jurisdiction and the perceived impact on domestic sovereignty.

