1. Case Studies for Application and Discussion 
Case A: The "Austerity" Dilemma (Article 9 & 11)
Scenario: A country facing a severe economic recession decides to cut social security benefits and housing subsidies by 30% to pay off international debt.
· The Conflict: The state argues it lacks "available resources." The citizens argue their "right to an adequate standard of living" is being violated.
· Application: Does this constitute a "retrogressive measure"? (Under the ICESCR, states generally cannot take steps backward once a right has been established).
Case B: The Informal Settlement (Article 11)
Scenario: A city government wants to build a new highway to improve the economy. To do so, they must demolish a "slum" where 500 families live without legal land titles.
· The Conflict: The state claims economic development will eventually fulfill the "right to work" for many. The families claim a violation of the "right to adequate housing."
· Application: How does the obligation to Respect (not interfering with existing housing) balance against national development?
Case C: Pandemic Response (Article 12 & 15)
Scenario: A pharmaceutical company in State X holds a patent for a life-saving vaccine. State Y cannot afford the vaccine and wants to produce a generic version to save its citizens.
· The Conflict: Article 15 protects the "moral and material interests" of inventors (patents). Article 12 protects the "right to the highest attainable standard of health."
· Application: Which right takes precedence during a public health emergency?

